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of January a series of resolutions, adopted by the Legislature
of South Carolina in answer to his proclamation, had been laid
before the Senate of the United States, bitterly denouncing
him. and breathing a spirit of open defiance. His resentments
were never slow to kindle, and, on this occasion, he took no
pains to conceal them. In this attitude of affairs, Mr. Calhoun
sought the interposition of Mr. Clay. An interview took place
between these gentlemen, at which Mr. Calhoun obtained the
promise of Mr. Clay's interference.1 On the llth of February,
the " Force Bill" being still pending, Mr. Clay announced in the
Senate that on the following day he should introduce a bill to
modify the tariff.

This sudden and unexpected movement changed the entire
aspect of affairs. Up to this moment, it was not imagined that
there could be in the Senate more than two parties in reference
to the question of executing the revenue laws as they stood:
the one consisting of all who held to the duty of upholding the
authority of the Government, and the other comprehending those
who meant to resist it. It now appeared to be Mr. Clay's purpose
to take an intermediate position, by removing what was put for-
ward by South Carolina as the grievance which justified her re-
sort to nullification. The dangers .attending this step were man-
ifest. On the one side, it might cause the Administration to be
placed in the apparent attitude of asking for unnecessary powers,
and might throw upon them the odium of seeking the personal
humiliation and political ruin of Mr. Calhoun and his friends.
On the other side, considering the attitude taken by South
Carolina, her threats of resistance, and her military preparations,
a sudden reversal of the long-established policy of Congress, by
a repeal or modification of the laws which she proposed to
resist, was not unlikely to be claimed as a triumph of the prin-
ciples which Mr. Calhoun had advanced as the true theory of
the Constitution. To Mr. "Webster, this movement of Mr.
Clay left nothing but the consideration of what was most fit to
be done when a State had announced her purpose to obstruct
the execution of the laws of the Union. He could not join in
Mr. Clay's proposed " compromise," for he had, in the most

3 My authority for this statement is lated to me the particulars of the inter.
the late Mr. Crtteuden, who once re- view.